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21—96.7(204) Sampling procedures for official testing of hemp for THC content.
96.7(1) The licensee shall submit a preharvest report to the department at least 30 days prior to the

anticipated harvest date.
96.7(2) Official samples for official testing shall be collected by the department or a third-party

sampler designated by the department.
96.7(3) The authorized representative, or licensee, shall be present at any preharvest inspection and

official sampling of the crop site.
96.7(4) The department inspector will verify the geospatial location coordinates submitted to the

department.
96.7(5) The licensee must allow complete and unrestricted access to the crop site. If the licensee

fails to provide unrestricted access, an official sample will not be collected.
a. If cannabis plants are observed outside of the crop site boundaries, the department shall notify

law enforcement.
b. If the department inspector suspects that the licensee harvested hemp plants prior to official

sampling, the department inspector will immediately cease official sampling and notify the Iowa hemp
program administrator. The Iowa hemp program administrator shall determine how to proceed with an
investigation, seeking law enforcement assistance as necessary.

96.7(6) A separate official sample shall be taken for each lot and sub-lot. In accordance with the fee
schedule established by the department, a supplemental fee shall be charged for every sample after one
sample.

96.7(7) If the licensee chooses to have official samples taken from sub-lots within a lot, the boundary
between sub-lots shall be discernable. In an outdoor crop site, the minimum row space between lots and
sub-lots shall be twice the normal row spacing, but no less than 36 inches.

96.7(8) The department inspector shall take a representative official sample of each lot and sub-lot,
walking at right angles to the rows if possible. The department inspector may take more cuttings than
the minimum listed in Table 4 if necessary to obtain an adequate official sample.

96.7(9) The official sample collected by the department shall consist of approximately 2-inch
cuttings of flowering material, meaning inflorescences (the flower of bud of plant), from the top
one-third of the plant, based on the following table:

TABLE 4
NUMBER OF PLANTS SAMPLED, BASED ON LOT AND SUB-LOT ACREAGE SIZE

Number of
acres

Number
of plants
sampled

Number of
acres

Number
of plants
sampled

Number of
acres

Number
of plants
sampled

Number of
acres

Number
of plants
sampled

1 10 11 11 21 20 31 29
2 10 12 12 22 21 32 29
3 10 13 13 23 22 33 30
4 10 14 14 24 23 34 31
5 10 15 15 25 24 35 32
6 10 16 16 26 24 36 33
7 10 17 17 27 25 37 34
8 10 18 18 28 26 38 34
9 10 19 18 29 27 39 35
10 10 20 19 30 28 40 36

96.7(10) The plants and plant material selected for official sampling shall be determined solely by
the department.

96.7(11) All samples shall become the property of the department and are nonreturnable.
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96.7(12) The department inspector will place the official composite representative sample in a
properly labeled paper bag. The labeled bag will be sealed with security tape, and the following
information shall be placed on the paper bag:

a. License number;
b. Name and contact information of the sampling agent;
c. Name and contact information of the licensee;
d. Date sample was taken;
e. Sample identification number for the lot or sub-lot;
f. Parcel identification number from the FSA; and
g. Any other information that may be required by the department.
96.7(13) The official sample and sampling report shall be hand-delivered or placed in a box, sealed

with security tape, and overnight shipped to the department laboratory.
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